
 

 Regardless of where you land on 
Governor Walker’s budget repair 
bill, you should be concerned that 
Wisconsin politics have taken a turn 
for the worse. Our liberties in Wis-
consin exist because of our repre-
sentative republican form of gov-
ernment. We do not have a pure 
democracy, nor would we want one.  
 The U.S. Constitution guarantees 
every state a “Republican Form of 
Government.” The people govern 
themselves indirectly through 
elected representatives who legislate 
and administer on their behalf.   
 A pure democracy, on the other 
hand, is direct government—
everyone votes on everything and 
the simple majority controls law-
making completely with no checks 
or balances on their power. Basi-
cally, it operates under the “might 
makes right” mantra.  Familiar, no? 
 Unless we the people of Wiscon-
sin hold our elected officials ac-
countable to their duties, we forfeit 
our representative form of govern-
ment—indeed our very liberties. 
Now is not the time to sit back and 
relax – now is the time to stand up 
for and strengthen and preserve our 
representative form of govern-
ment—before we run out of time.   

almost 50/50 political split in Wis-
consin’s voters.  We’re facing a 
possible statewide recount for a ten-
year term on our high court and a 
summer full of recall elections.   
 What’s next for Wisconsin?  On 

one level, who knows?  One thing is 
pretty certain, however—our near 
future will continue to be conten-
tious.  The State Legislature has 
barely started on the Governor’s full 
state budget, which may prove to be 
nearly as divisive as his Budget 
Repair Bill for its reforms.  
 We do know that politics and 
lawmaking will likely never be the 
same in Wisconsin after the events 
of the last few months. We’ve 
watched the developments with a 
deep sense of sadness over the disre-
spectful treatment of our State Capi-
tol, and more seriously, the legisla-
tive process, the rule of law and 
results of elections. 

series, Mr. Titus notes, “to destroy 
the family as the primary economic 
unit of society, Marx proposed a 
fourfold plan:  transfer of property 
ownership to the State, a heavy pro-
gressive or graduated income tax, 
abolition of all right of inheritance, 
and free education of all children in 
public schools.”   
 Marx’s collaborator Frederick 
Engels claimed that “the transfer of 
the means of production into com-
mon ownership” would transform 
private housekeeping into a social 
industry.  He also predicted that in a 
communist society monogamous 
marriage would deteriorate in favor 
of “unconstrained sexual inter-
course” for all.   
 Wow!  Now that sounds familiar!  

Does society today look more like 
what the founders of the United 
States had in mind (absolute private 
property rights, law flowing from 
God’s law, and morality based upon 
God’s fixed character), or like what 
Marx and Engles had in mind (no 
private property, no intact families, 
rampant sexual immorality, and 
basically godless?)  The answer is 
obvious and chilling.   
 Family is the enemy of such phi-
losophies.  We cannot remain out-
side the public debate on issues of 
taxation, property, and education of 
children.  God never called us to 
ignore public debate but to glorify 
Him in our public debate.  “Let your 
light so shine before men…” (Matt. 
5:16a)  Let’s fight for the family. 
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 Abigail Rocke is a 16-
year-old homeschool stu-
dent in Wisconsin who is 
very concerned about the 
future of our state and 
country.  She is also the 
winner of our Day at the 
Capitol high school essay 
scholarship.  Here is an 
excerpt from Abigail's 
essay:  
 

"It seems that the truths 
our country once held 
self-evident are vanishing. 
It is time that we, this 
generation, take a stand 
for what is right. We must 
not be content to stand by 
and watch wrong prevail 
while right is being swept 
away. I have a deep inter-
est in the state of our 
country and where we are 
headed. I am trying to be 
involved in my commu-
nity and take a stand." 
 

 Julaine Appling and 
Amy Lewis from WFC's 
office interviewed Abigail 
on the Wednesday edition 
of VCY America's Home 
Front program.  We en-
courage you to download 
the MP3 file of the inter-
view with Abigail on  
wifamilyaction.org.  Click 
on 'Media' and the Home 
Front link.  Abigail's essay 
is also available on the 
'Media' page. 

Family is the Enemy 
 

To read the entire article 
by Eric Skelton, visit 

greatmarriagesracine.org 
and click on the ‘eNews’ 
button on the top menu. 

What’s Next for Wisconsin? 

Family is the Enemy ~ An excerpt from an article by Eric Skelton, Director of Marriage & Family Ministry 
������� 

R ecently, I was listening to an 
audio series by legal scholar 

Herbert Titus.  As I listened to the 
three part series on The Common 
Law, Dominion and The Family, I 
was struck with a particular set of 
historical facts Mr. Titus mentioned. 
 In the mid 1800’s, a number of 
enemies of God laid a destructive 
but highly effective philosophical 
foundation that I believe is at the 
root of many ills in society today.  
One such enemy, Karl Marx, advo-
cated for a government structure 
without God.  Let’s look at the in-
credible impact Marx's philosophy 
had on family. 
 To achieve his goal of commu-
nism, Marx believed it was neces-
sary to “abolish the family.”  In his 

        Connection 
W isconsin has had more than 

its fifteen minutes of fame.  
Last November we were the only 
state in the Union to flip the majority 
party in both legislative chambers as 
well as the governor’s office.  In 
early 2011, our flagship UW football 
team went to the Rose Bowl and our 
beloved Green Bay Packers won the 
Super Bowl.  We were riding high. 
 Then in mid-February, Governor 
Walker introduced his budget repair 
bill that, among other things, signifi-
cantly limited collective bargaining 
for public employees.  And the un-
ions and Wisconsin’s Democratic 
legislators came unhinged. 
 About the same time, Congress-
man Paul Ryan (R-WI) went toe-to-
toe with the Obama Administration 
and the Democratic-controlled Sen-
ate on the president’s staggering 
federal budget, releasing his own 
federal budget, calling it the “Path to 
Prosperity.”  Add to that, the Repub-
lican National Committee (RNC) put 
former Wisconsin GOP Chair Re-
ince Priebus at the helm of the RNC.   
 Then the April 5th State Supreme 
Court election catapulted Wisconsin 
onto the national scene once again.  
The close election—and revealing 
county canvass—highlighted the 
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The Importance of Civility ~Musings by Julaine K. Appling, President 
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C ivility is the new political buzz-
word: frequently used and little 

practiced these days.  We heard a great 
deal about civility in January of this 
year when Congresswoman Gabrielle 

Giffords (D-AZ) was 
tragically shot during 
an open-air town-hall 
meeting.  Many said 
the shooting happened 
because of heated 
political rhetoric—

uncivil, if you will, rhetoric.  Politi-
cians, citizens and the media called for 
a return to civility in politics.  And 
then, Madison happened. 
 In the wake of the Capitol Chaos, 
the April 5 elections and the ongoing 
recall efforts of 16 state senators, 
we’ve witnessed things that we’ve 
never seen before and perhaps assumed 
we’d never see in The Badger State.  
Civility, it seems, was a fleeting notion. 
 Civility walks hand-in-hand with 
ethics and morality.  It’s a hallmark of 
our civilized society. Our nation and 
state were founded on Judeo-Christian 
principles and values.  Our notion of 
civility—defined as courtesy and po-

������� 

Legislative Update 
 

Gov. Walker’s budget 
repair bill, al-
though signed into 
law, is currently 
held up by Dane 
County Judge 
Maryann Sumi’s 
injunction.  The 
Department of Justice 
appealed directly to the 
State Supreme Court to 
lift the injunction but the 
Court has yet to indicate 
if it will take the appeal. 
 

The 2011-2012 state 
budget is currently in 
the Joint Finance Com-
mittee.  For up-to-date 
information on the com-
mittee’s activities, visit 
legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/
jfc.html. 
 

On April 12, Gov. 
Walker signed Assem-
bly Bill 4, a repeal of the 
auto insurance mandates 
established during the 
last legislative session.  
The repeal lowers the 
level of auto insurance 
coverage required.  
 

WFA continues to ad-
vocate for our shared 
agenda at the State 
Capitol, including re-
pealing the Healthy 
Youth Act, modifying 
divorce reform and pro-
tecting life. 

 WFC’s 2011-2012 Legislative 
Directory is now available! 

 

Our 2011-2012 Legislative Direc-
tory is available in two formats: 
 
� In booklet format.  Email or call 

our office to order a hard copy.  
The suggested donation is $3.  
Email info@wifamilyaction.org 
or call 888-378-7395.  

� For download in PDF format.  
Visit www.wifamilyaction.org 
and click on the 2011-2012  
Legislative Directory button.  

 The Legislative Directory contains 
 names and contact information for 
 federal and state elected officials, as 
 well as additional information. 

 
  
 Wisconsin Family Action is on the web and we’d like to connect with you!  Visit our website, “Like” our Facebook 
Page, and follow our Twitter account and YouTube channel for real-time updates from our office in Madison.  And tell 
your friends about us! 

Website: www.wifamilyaction.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/WisconsinFamilyCouncil 

Twitter: twitter.com/WIFamilyAction 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/wifamilyaction 

 Grassroots Corner ~ by Amy Lewis, Director of Communications & Advocacy 

Adams said, “Our constitution was 
made only for a moral and religious 
people.  It is wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other.”   Adams 
understood that moral and religious 
people self-govern, self-check their 
behavior—for the good of others and 
ultimately for the good of society. 
 I believe what we have witnessed in 
Wisconsin the last six weeks shows a 
frightening lack of self-governing—a 
lack of checking speech and actions in 
an effort, as the protesters say, “to have 
their voices heard.”   
 Lack of civility in our politics will 
not clarify the issues, correct what is 
wrong, or advance what is right.  It 
destroys trust, demeans people, and 
further deteriorates the political process 
that is already, by its nature, rancorous.  
The more we move away from our 
Judeo-Christian principles and values, 
the more we will disrespect anyone 
who disagrees with us.   
 Civility must quickly become more 
than a word in this state and its politics.  
Here’s to self-governing, self-
monitoring—a behavior truly in the 
best interest of all Wisconsin citizens. 

Recall 
 According to the Government 
Accountability Board (GAB), 19 
committees have filed to recall all 16 
eligible State Senators.  The Wiscon-
sin constitution stipulates that elected 
officials must be in office for one 
year before they can be recalled.   
 Two committees have already 
submitted the required number of 
signatures (1/4 of the votes cast in the 
last gubernatorial election): the Com-
mittee to Recall Dan Kapanke (R-La 
Crosse) and the Committee to Recall 
Hopper (R-Fond du Lac).   Commit-
tees have 60 days from the date of 
filing to turn in signatures; deadlines 
range from April 25 to May 16. 
   A recall petition does not auto-
matically remove an elected official 
from office—it initiates an election in 
which voters choose to either retain 
or reject an elected official.  Recall 
committees are still gathering sig-
natures and re-election campaigns 
are organizing for the elections. 

Recount 
 At the time of print, Supreme 
Court candidate JoAnne Kloppen-
burg had not called for a recount.  
However, despite Justice David 
Prosser’s almost 7,000-vote lead, she 
is expected to call for a statewide 
recount.  The incredible discovery 
that the City of Brookfield’s votes 
had not been reported on election 
night no doubt garnered this election 
a spot in the history books. 
What You Can Do—it’s up to you to 
protect your vote! 
� Observe By law, you are allowed 

to observe the recount process in 
your district. 

� Document Familiarize yourself 
with Wisconsin’s Election Re-
count Procedures, available on 
www.yourwisconsinvote.org, and 
document the recount process.  

� Report any suspicious behavior to 
your local political party of pref-
erence.  The party officials should 
then report to the authorities.   

Regroup 
 We thought we would be spend-
ing this summer working on our 
legislative agenda and getting ready 
for the 2012 elections.  Boy, were we 
ever wrong!  It’s election season all 
over again. 
 There are a number of ways you 
can get involved.  We urge you to 
contact your local political party or 
citizen action group of preference.  If 
you are new to activism, campaign-
ing or politics in general, we highly 
suggest that you attend American 
Majority (AM) Wisconsin’s activist 
training.  For event information and 
registration, visit AM’s website at 
americanmajority.org/wisconsin/.  
WFC is co-sponsoring some of these 
events.    

liteness—is drawn directly from those 
principles and values. 
 Many of our laws and the mores we 
have traditionally practiced are based 
on the absolute truths espoused in 
Scriptural principles.  Principles such 
as treating others as we ourselves want 
to be treated, preferring others before 
ourselves, respecting human beings 
because they are created in the image 
of God, speaking kindly and respect-
fully—not in anger or derision.   
 Being uncivil stems directly from a 
disregard and disdain for such princi-
ples.  Rather than respect the time-
tested, God-given principles for human 
interaction—whether political or per-
sonal, people make themselves the 
final arbiter of what is civil behavior.  
In public discourse, that means we are 
all subject to, quite honestly, the whim 
of people.  If the law doesn’t stop un-
civil words or behavior and those 
speaking or acting don’t self-monitor, 
then there are no checks on uncivil 
discourse or actions.   
 Our founders understood that self-
governing is the prerequisite to making 
our form of government work.  John 
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